Biblical Law & Codes on Qohelet 11:1

O™YWN R N) YRR HRINY 29D

:NHRY

DNNR D27 NN .MM IPTR ,IVYN P2 DHVINT H2YI1aN ARY NTIN IR 17 DHY:
AT VYN R NTIVTIND VTIN TN VYN WIAN IR, W IR ,HDI192 7MY W jan

IRY LIVYND DIJD DR Y 12PNY INN INR ;NN TMY IR IV 120 125 12 nonn
VYN IR APTRN IR IMINN HY JAN0NDY PINDY 9127 RY TI200 Y3 1Y INR .RHY P10
TI2YH NRXY 27N ANR NINIAN 27VYN 117 'YW 120 MINR DRI DIV DR .77 DI NIRY
PRI, DNVINA 12 0V TN :NORWA NR DIOR Man 1R 199 Y35 nnmip noian »
.Jan oy annnd

To: Rabbi Shmuel Ariel (8 lyar 5766)

Question:

Greetings. | admit | am confused between tithe, charity and donations. | set aside
tithes every month for a long time now. My son is studying at the ko/le/, so there is a
disagreement between us. My son claims, “I am studying Torah, you are obligated to
transfer the amount of the tithe to me.” And | argue not. With all due respect, you
cannot trust and rely on the contribution or charity or tithe that | will contribute to
you. This is because and if after my 120 years of age, what will you do? For me you
must go out to work because the livelihood comes first. And so | turn to you the
question: what is the difference between the concepts, and how to behave with regards
to my son.
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Response:
Greetings! Regarding the ratio between tithes and the commandment of charity:
Tithes are the appropriate rate to begin with to observe the commandment of charity.
There is a mitzvah to give charity to the poor, and Torah says that one should take
care of the livelihood of the poor (“And long live your fellow with you”), but there is
no precise definition in Torah of how much charity should be given. Our blessed Sages
have defined that the proper way to observe the mitzvah of charity to begin with (for
a person in a moderate financial situation, and a moderate degree of generosity) is to
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give to charity a tenth of the income. However, the terms “tithe” and "donation” also
appear in another context, of donations and tithes that are set aside from fruits and
vegetables. However, here we are dealing with tithes and monetary donation (see
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah, no’s 247:a; 249:a) ...
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In several sources our blessed Sages teach that for the ultimate purpose of charity is to
support people who engage in Torah and need a livelihood. For example, it is said in
Qohelet Rabbah (11: 1): “If you are asked for charity, give it to those committed to
studying Torah.” And so it is with regard to tithes of money, in Midrash Tanchuma,
Parshat Re’al. That is, the people who work for a living transfer tithe money to those
whose labor is in Torah and have no other source of livelihood.” This is similar to
priests and Levites, who do not have their own source of livelihood, but their lives are
devoted to engaging in Torah and teaching it to the people, and in return they receive
donations and tithes from the public for such a livelihood. The tithe set aside from the
profits fulfills the same purpose of the donations and tithes set aside from the
agricultural crops (see Shulchan Aruch Yorah Deah no. 251:3). If a person provides for
their child to study Torah, this is a commandment, so this charity to one’s own child
then precedes the giving of charity to other poor people.
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The Talmud in bKiddushin 29b tells of Rav Acha Bar Yaakov sent his son to study at a
yeshiva and supported him, but when he saw that he was not so successful in his
studies, they took turns, and the son worked to support his father allowing him to
study in his stead. From this act it follows that there is a place for the father to support
his son to allow him to study Torah, even when the son is an adult and able to engage
in the craft himself. On the other hand, it follows that this depends on the son’s talents
and his ability to succeed in his studies. At the same time, the mAvor (2:2) says that
the proper way is to combine Torah study with the pursuit of a livelihood, that is, a
person should not study Torah and trust that others will give him charity and support
him (see the commentaries there, especially Rabbi Yonah and R. Matitya Yitzhari, who
denies the possibility that a person will study Torah out of reliance on receiving gifts
from others). Also, the words of the Talmud in bBerachot 35b are know, that the right
way for all people is to combine Torah study and occupation, and only individuals of
virtue like Shimon Bar Yochai can engage in Torah only and trust that God will
provide them with a livelihood. Regarding how the Torah is combined with work, one
can learn from the issue in bKiddushin 29b, where there is a discussion about the
period a person should dedicated to Torah study, whether it is done before or after
marriage.
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The discussion in the Talmud and commentaries describes the first stage of life that
one devotes to studying Torah full time, while at a later stage the person begins to
engage in a livelihood and the study of the Torah is done in the manner of setting
times for the Torah (see Shulchan Aruch, Yorah De’ah, Ramah, 2-3). In the rulings
there are discussions about the transition from the full period of study to the period of
earning a living, and they say that it depends on the different circumstances of each
person, but the principle is that when a person starts a family and the family grows he
has a responsibility to support his family. And he cannot trust that others will give him
charity and provide for him (see, for example, Rashi, Tosfot and Meiri on bKiddushin



29b; Mishne Berurah, Tor Yoreh De’ah no.246; Yam Shlomo on b Kiddushin 29b, no.
57; Shulchan Aruch haRav, Hilchot Talmud Torah 3:1)...



